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CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A device comprising: 
a network interface for coupling to a network; and 

a memory to store a plurality of packets r eceived from the network through the 

network interface; and 

a processor coupled with the network interface and the memory, in which the 

processor is adapted to 

l oooivo voice data pockets through a paokot switched network * 

store the r e o e ivad packets in a buff e r; 

play out some of the stored packets from the buff e r ; 

extract a comparative discardability code of ao pecifio from at least one of the 
stored packets responsive to a reduction in the size of the memory, where the 
comparative discard^hilitv code id entifies a class of sr>eech corresppn4ins \q voice 
data associated with the stored packets relative to tho other s; 

mak e a diooard decision for the specific paokot in accordance with th e 
extracted comparative discardobility cod e; and 

delete at least one of the fl pooific paokot packets from the memory without 
playing it out according to the extracte d comparative discardability cpdps i£tbe 
discard decision is to drop tho paokot , 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, in which the processor is further 
adapted to 

compare a plurality of the stored packets according to the extracted 
com parative discardability codes: 

set a discarding probability in accordance with the comparison of the stored 
packets a nalyzed comparativ e diaoardability code,; and 

Halete at least one of the packets from the memory in whioh the diuoar -d 
dooision io mode in accordance with the set discarding probability. 
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4. (Currently Amended) A device comprising: 

means for receiving voice data packets through a packet switched network; 
means for storing the received packets in a buffer; 
means for playing out some of the stored packets from the buffer; 
means for adjusting the size of the buffer: 

means for extracting a comparative discardability code of a speoifi e from at least one 
of the stored packets responsive to a reduction in the size of the buf fer iclativo to the othcra; 

moons for making a discord dooision for th e specific paokot in aocordanoo with the 
extracted comparative discardability cod e; and 

means for deleting at least one of the specific paokot packets from the memory 
without playing it out according to the extracted compar ative discardability codes i<4ha 
dis c ard decision ia to drop the pocket . 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 4, further comprising: 
means for comparing a plurality of the stor ed packets according to the extracted 

comparative discardability codes; 

means for setting a discarding probability in accordance with the comparison of the 
stored packets analyzed oomparativo dipcardability cod e ,; and 

means for deleting at least one of the packets from the memory «v which the di sc ard 
decision is mode in accordance with the set discarding probability. 

7. (Currently Amended) An article comprising: a storage medium, the storage 
medium having instructions stored thereon, in which when the instructions are executed by at 
least one device, they Tesult in: 

receiving voice data packets through a packet switched network; 

storing the received packets in a buffer; 

playing out some of the stored packets from the buffer; 

extracting a comparative discardability code of a spooifio fr^m at least one of the 
stored packets responsive to a reduction in the size of the buffer i clativc to the others ; 

making a diooord d e ci si on for tho opooifio packet in accordance with tho extracted 
comparative discardability oodo ; and 

Docket No. 2705-201 Page 3 of 8 Application No. 10/038,337 



PAGE 4/9*RCVDAT 1/26/2006 8:07:12 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:5032744622 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-14 



JAN-26-2006 THU 05:09 PM MARGER JOHNSON 



FAX NO. 5032744622 



P. 



deleting at least one of the spooifio packet packets fro m the memory without playing it 
out according to the extracted comparative discardabilitv codes tf 4hc discard dooioion is to 
drop tho pack e t . 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 7, in which the instructions further 
result in: 

com paring a plurality of the stored packets a ccording to the extracted comparative 
discardability codes L 

setting a discarding probability in accordance with the comp^risgn pf the stored 
packets analysed oomparativo disoardahility code,; and 

deleting at least one of the packets f rom the memory in whioh the disoaid ^eei5ien4s 
made in accordance with the set discarding probability. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 
receiving voice data packets through a packet switched network; 
storing the received packets in a buffer; 

playing out some of the stored packets from the buffer; 

extracting a comparative discardability code of a opooifio from at least one of the 
stored packets responsive to a reduction in the size of the buffer relative to tho oth e rs ; 

making a discord decision for the spooifio packet in accordance with tho extracted 
oomparativo discardability cod e; and 

deleting at least one of the s pooifio paok e i packets from the memory without playing it 
nut accordin g to the extracted comparative discardability codes if th o d i scard dooioion is to 
drop tho packet , 

11. (Canceled) 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 0, further comprising: 
comparing a plurality of the stored packets accor din g to the extracted comparative 

discardabilitv codes; 

setting a discarding probability in accordance with the comparison of die stored 
packets analyzed oomparativo disoardability oodo,; and 
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deleting at least one of the packets from the memory in whioh the discard derision ia 
m*4e in accordance with the set discarding probability. 

13. (New) The device of claim 4 including means for reducing the size of the 
memory available to store the packets responsive to a reduction of congestion associated with 
the network. 

14. (New) The device of claim 4 including means for extracting the comparative 
discardability code from the stored packets responsive to a reduction in congestion associated 
with the network. 

15. (New) The device of claim 1 including a speaker to play out voice data 
associated with the packets stored in the memory, where the processor is adapted to provide 
the voice data to the speaker without transmitting the stored packets over a network. 

1 6. (New) The method of claim 1 where the processor is adapted to 
compare a plurality of stored packet according to the class of speech; 

identify packets that include sequential voice data frames with differing classes of 
speech; and 

delete one or more of the stored packets responsive to the identifying. 
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